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Mr Lords, Excellencies, Worshipful Mayor, Members of Parliament and European Parliaments, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Tonight I am feeling exactly the same as I felt when I was getting married to my wife Renu.

Very happy indeed !! 

It is a remarkable night for me, especially when I am amongst those who have helped shape my destiny. 

More importantly, there is a regal touch about the whole thing by having Her Majesty’s special representative, Mr Robert Leader DL amongst us to acknowledge our success.

Business, can be an eye opener. 

I discovered the difference between a good and a bad person when I started my business.

Good people bought my products and the bad, just ignored me.

Tonight we have organised two parties.

One here for the good people and the other at the Tower of London for those who ignored me. You will hear their screams shortly.
Seriously, success cannot be achieved own your own. 

There are many people who contribute to our success. 

At times, we cannot see them, exactly as we cannot see so many strong cables supporting a flag from a distance.

I would like to thank them for their help as without them, I wouldn’t be here tonight.

First of all, I would like to pay a tribute to my late mother.

She brought me up as a single parent after my father was assassinated, before my birth, by religious fanatics, for opposing the division of India on the basis of religion. 

He said, “India’s unity is like the colours of a rainbow and its charm will diminish if one were removed” 

Thank you, Mum for your kindness and you can see your struggle is bearing fruit.

I am grateful to the founders of India who gave us a democratic and secular country where equality for all is enshrined in its constitution, regardless of gender, race or religion.

As a result, we Indians can integrate into any society quickly and easily.

I also like to thank the British sense of tolerance and fair play which allows an ordinary person like me to realise his ambitions and become an asset for the nation. 

I would like to thank my wife Renu for supporting me and believing in me when I had nothing. 

Thank you Renu for being my rock.
I would also like to acknowledge a great personality, late Mr. Ishwar Panjabi Ji for giving me the inspiration to start this business. 

They say God does not come down personally to help us, instead He comes through good people. 

I am lucky I met Ishwar Ji’ and the rest, as they say, is history.

His son Manohar, daughter in law, Sheela and son in law, Mr Haresh Gokal have flown in specially from Dubai and Kenya to represent that noble soul. 

Thank you for being with us tonight. 

I would also like to thank everyone at Sun Mark and Sea Air and Land Forwarding for believing in me and sharing my vision. 

I would like to thank Mohan Khurana, our General Manager for his immense loyalty and hard work for the company. 

He can easily be called the architect of the company.

Thank you also to Kalpesh, Ravi, Sunil, Gagan, Satyam, Pina, Waqas, Sanjay, Vij, Krishna, Sam, Jay, Paul, Bobby and Amritpal and most importantly, Harmeet Ahuja for taking the company to the next level. 

I would also like to recognise two very special Englishmen who work extremely hard and have always stood shoulder to shoulder with me. 

They are Ray Perkins and Ken Coyle. 

Ray looks after the logistics of shipping over 6000 containers to 94 countries every year and Ken designs all the labels and point of sale material to attract customers. 

His work is on display outside.

I would also like to thank Mr. Ayman El Sheikh for coming specially from Sudan to be with us tonight. 

We also have some friends here from Nigeria, Prince Jumbo Dede, Mr and Mrs Marcel Umeh, Chief and Mrs Ukeji, Mr and Mrs Ajose-Adeogun and 

Mrs Constance Obi.

They have made Sun Mark products household names in Nigeria.

I would like to thank our suppliers as without them, we will have nothing to sell. 

My special thanks to H.E. Nalin Surie, the High Commissioner of India, E Rajesh Prasad Deputy High Commissioner, and Mr. Asif Ibrahim for gracing the evening with their presence. 

I always say that the Indian High Commissioner is like our guardian and we have to be on our best behaviour or else our visas to India could be cancelled. 

I would like to thank my Parliamentary friends who are here tonight. 

Lord Rana has flown in from Belfast and Dr Charles Tannock and Syed Kamall from Brussels.

Keith Vaz from Yemen. Baroness Verma from Leicester and so on.

You are my best friends as you empower me to go the extra mile for Britain.

Finally, I would like to share an experience with you when I first came to Britain.

In fact, I came to Britain to study law with a friend. 

We soon discovered that we could not qualify for a grant as we had not been in Britain for three years. 

So we started to look for work. 

Wherever we went people asked for experience.

Sadly, we had none.

Anyway, one fine morning I was walking in Earls Court and saw a huge vacancy sign. 

I could not believe my luck.

I immediately went inside and asked the person at the reception about the vacancy.

He politely asked, “single or double”.  

I immediately replied double please, thinking of my friend who also needed a job.

The gentleman then asked, “ for how many days. 

I replied, for as long as possible”

The man was quite puzzled at this point and asked, “you are talking about the rooms aren’t you”. 

I said no I am talking about the job vacancy advertised outside.

He said, “ in that case, you better try the job centre”!!

Thank fully, I have come a long way since then.

Thank you and enjoy the rest of the evening.

